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IT’S TIME
TO REGISTER

Registration is now open for the rescheduled October 8-10 “C of E Red, White and You” 
alumni reunion in Emporia. A registration form can be found elsewhere in this newsletter.  The 
form includes telephone numbers for four hotels, Information on C of E Reunion group rates 
is forthcoming.

Friday will start out with the golf outing. Paul James, A61, FF, will be organizing this event 
in the beautiful, crisp Kansas fall weather. Reunion registration will open on Friday, and that 
evening dinner will be held at the impressive, restored Granada Theater.  Also, tickets will be sold 
for a raffle of an extraordinary C of E quilt donated by Kent Craft, A68, and his wife, Marcia.

Planning is well underway.  Chris Lovett, A70, has successfully rescheduled the “Haunted 
Emporia” bus tour, arranged through Emporia Main Street.  The always popular Saturday class 
luncheons are being put together.  Remember also that this is the 50th Class Reunion for the class 
of 1971. Other classes celebrating significant anniversaries are the classes of 1956, 1961 and 1966. 

Jim Mathis, A61, has announced the Saturday morning gathering of the E-Club will feature 
former football coach Tom Stromgren, A58, FF, whose team won our college’s last KCAC 
football championship in 1966.  Following Coach Stromgren will be Elaine Schnebel, wife of the 
late football coach Bill Schnebel, FF, who was twice named Knute Rockne Little All American 
Coach.  He led the Fighting Presbies to three conference championships.  As always in E-Club 
meetings, stories, updates and memories will be shared as all attendees are urged to participate. 

Saturday evening will find reunion attendees at the impressive new Lyon County History Center 
(LCHC) for an evening consisting of a cocktail hour, dinner and dancing.  In conjunction with 
our event, the History Center will unveil their largest C of E exhibit ever.  This major exhibit will 
remain open to the public after our reunion.  A Sunday morning church service, followed by a 
farewell brunch, will wrap up what promises to be an extraordinary weekend. 

Register now!

When you travel to Emporia in October, 
consider extending your visit and turn 
reunion weekend into an autumn 
vacation in the Flint Hills.  This is a 
great chance to get out after sheltering 
at home during the pandemic.

Do you remember the big skies and 
expansive vistas, stretching “as far as 

the eye can see?”  The Flint Hills feature 
the largest expanse of unbroken tall grass 
prairie in North America.  A magazine 
described the region as “poetry to many 
who consider its timeless, magical and 
mysterious qualities as priceless natural 
assets.”

A highlight is the Tallgrass Prairie 
National Preserve, run by the US National 

Expand Your Visit

cont. on pg. 6
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I first became president of this alumni board 5 
years ago and although I had never expected that to 
happen, I was thrilled to have the opportunity and 
here we are again in 2021 and it’s time for another 
round. Coincidentally, it will hopefully coincide 
once again with the reunion in Emporia in October.  
Let’s all hope the world is in a better place by then 
and we’ll all have a chance to renew friendships and 
maybe make some new ones, too.  Speaking of that, 
I recently reconnected with a C of E classmate that 
I hadn’t spoken with or may not even have thought 
about for almost 50 years.  And although we lived in 
the same apartment complex back in ’69-70 and ’70-
71, we traveled in totally different circles so although 
we knew each other, that’s about as far as it went.

Somehow, and I don’t remember how but I assume 
it was something on Facebook, I found out that Jim 
Rasinsky, A71, lived in the Kansas City area even 
though he is from Philadelphia.  I reached out to him 
only to find out that he is the director of anesthesiology 
services at the Veterans Administration Hospital in 
Kansas City that he’s lived in the vicinity for about 25 
years. I subsequently discovered that one of the first 
doctors he met when he came to Kansas City and has 
become one of his closest friends, is my daughter’s 
doctor, is married to one of my wife’s cousins and 
that he was welcomed into that family as if he was 
born into it.  Jim and I have become fast friends 
and I’m looking forward to visiting his lake house at 
Lake Kahola—yes, I said Lake Kahola, that same lake 
about 15 miles northwest of Emporia where all my 
friends used to go and drink and not be disturbed—or 
arrested.  As I understand it, the City of Emporia sold 
it several years ago to the property owners who only 
owned their homes but not the property on which 
they sat but now they do.  Not only has Jim been 
adamant about Nancy and I coming to see the place 
but he has also generously offered to host a bar-b-que 
or a multi-class luncheon there during the October 
reunion.  To me, it’s stories like this that keep the C 
of E memories so vivid in my mind and others also, 
I’m sure.

At last month’s Alumni Association board 
meeting, there was substantial conversation about 
our scholarship fund.  We recognize that this will be 
the ongoing legacy of everything we’ve done to this 
point and efforts are underway to build the fund 
into an endowment that will outlive all of us and will 
keep the memory of C of E alive in the minds and 

hearts of our descendants for generations to come.  To 
that end, all of us will be asked to contribute all that 
you feel comfortable donating as well as potentially 
including the fund in your estate plan.  These next 
several years will be our last chance to accomplish this 
goal so I hope you’ll join me in trying to increase our 
legacy to $500,000 or more.

Elsewhere in this issue of the newsletter, so capably 
and professionally edited and published by John 
Acomb, you will find more information about the 
October reunion.  Mary Jane Gamble is the reunion 
chairperson and has assembled a stellar committee 
to help her make sure that everyone that attends will 
leave with a similar feeling of euphoria that was the 
result of the 2016 “Homecoming” reunion which 
over 220 people attended.  And some of you might 
remember, we didn’t expect that many people but 
several showed up without reservations and we were 
able to handle it all although it was probably a good 
thing the fire marshal didn’t stop in to the Granada 
Theater during meal time.  But what a tribute to all 
the classes and to the committee for making it all 
work.  It was so great to see old friends from across 
the country make it a priority to come back home for 
a beautiful weekend in July.  Please consider doing so 
in October, 2021 (hopefully) as I guarantee you won’t 
be sorry you attended.

Honestly, I have only positive memories of my time 
in Emporia and I hope the same is true for most if 
not all of you.  If there are any suggestions you have 
regarding what the alumni association can do for you 
(or, of course, what you can do for the association), 
please let me know.  My email is rogerk1006@gmail.
com and I welcome your comments and suggestions.  
It is absolutely my pleasure to serve as your president 
once again and I look forward to hearing from you 
and hopefully seeing many of you in October.

Roger Klein  

President’s message

Keep Us Informed
Please send us news about yourself. 
We want to hear from you. E-mail 
John Acomb, newsletter editor, at 
jacomb2@mac.com or Les Palmer 
at lepalmer@aol.com. If you prefer, 
please write us at P. O. Box 405, 
Emporia, KS 66801-0405.

C of E
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 Seven individuals have been elected to serve on the 
Board of Directors of the C of E Alumni Association. Their 
terms will end in 2012. The new directors are: Bill Bunyan, 

‘61, Dodge City, KS; Ken Miller, ‘60, Salina, KS (2nd term); 
Paul James, ‘61, Emporia, KS; Karen (Pickard) Lawson, ‘61, 
Wichita, KS; Jean (Johnson) Gilmore, Overbrook, KS; 59, 
Bill Majors, 64, Meriden, KS (2nd term); and Les Palmer, 
63, Prairie Village, KS. Ken Miller will serve as the President 
of the Alumni Association in 2009.

New Board MembersN
EW

S

Carol (Gibbens) Anderson, A57, writes to tell us 
that she and her husband of 62 years, Rev. George 
Anderson, A54, have been living in Maryland for 
the last 53 years.  She tells us, “George has been 
a retired pastor (if there is such a thing) for 19 
years.  He is an elder at a church that he helped 
start and a board member of the C. S. Lewis 
Institute in Annapolis.  George and Carol are 
Associates with the National Prayer Breakfast.”  
They “are still teaching bible studies in their 
church and leading small group bible studies 
in their home.” Carol’s communication also 
includes a book recommendation.  She states, “In 
these troubled times you might consider reading 
The Third Option by Miles McPherson, pastor of 
The Rock Church in downtown San Diego, CA.  
He is a former defensive back for the San Diego 
Chargers.  As an African American he says, ‘It’s 

not them vs. us – there is a third option.’”
Norm Tice, X61, and his wife Edith were honored 

by the Wichita Business Journal as “Health 
Care Heroes.”  Together, they have given more 
than 16,300 very appreciated volunteer hours 
during their more that 17-year commitment 
to Wichita’s Ascension Via Christi St. Francis 
Hospital.  Although COVID-19 has interrupted 
their service, they are committed to getting back 
to work as soon as possible.

Roberta (Johnson) Crane, A67, tells us about a 
surprise 80th birthday party held outdoors last 
October at a local sports bar for her husband, 
Neil Crane, A62.  Over 60 friends and former 
players, one who drove all the way from Indiana, 
attended.  The table at the event with scrapbooks, 
programs and other memorabilia from Neil’s 
30+ years of coaching was popular with all of the 

Some may wonder how Stuart Hall, the main building 
on the 1915 C of E campus, was totally destroyed by fire 
with a municipal fire department harbored relatively close 
to the campus.  There were several reasons.

First of all, Stuart Hall was not well served by the 
placement of the city’s fire hydrants.  The nearer fire plug 
was in the back of the building, which required about 450 

feet of hose.  The next nearest fire plug was on Twelfth 
Avenue.  It required about 1,150 feet of hose to reach the 
burning building.  Although the water pressure was strong, 
the long hose lines and the height of the building rendered 
the efforts of firemen useless.

Secondly, the December 2 fire occurred on a bitter cold 
winter night.  So as flames shot high into the air, water 
from the firehoses froze on the building’s stone walls.

Finally, the firefighters were unable to enter the building 
as it was quickly engulfed in smoke and roaring flames.  
C of E President Henry Culbertson and Dean Daniel 
Schaffner attempted shortly after the fire was discovered 
to enter the building to save vital school records.  They 
were unsuccessful and came perilously close to losing their 
lives when the huge college bell came crashing down, just 
missing the two men.

The building was a total loss.  All that remained were 
some badly damaged, weakened outer walls.  Famously, the 
morning after the fire a banner appeared across the burned-
out front entrance reading, “C of E Fights.”  President 
Culbertson initially estimated cost of replacement would 
be at least $100,000.  There was only $32,000 worth of 
insurance.  

An arduous fundraising effort began to raise the money 
for a new building to rise where Stuart Hall had once 
stood.  It succeeded, raising nearly $160,000 in the 
“Victory Fund” campaign, which ultimately replaced the 
building and erased the college’s accumulated debt.  The 
financially strengthened school was prepared to go forward 
with the resources needed to survive the Great Depression 
and World War II.

Burning Out of Control

The Stuart Hall Bell, which almost took the lives of C of E’s 
president and dean during the 1915 fire, is now on permanent 
display on the grounds of the Emporia Public Library at 110 East 
6th Avenue.
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Lucy (Soukup) Winberg, X52, of Silsbee, TX died 
September 10, 2019 at age 85.  She was a registered 
nurse at Baptist Hospital in Beaumont, TX.  She was 
survived by her three children and by her sister Lila 
(Soukup) Keefer, A59, her brother Herb Soukup, 
A59, and his wife Shanna (Blees) Soukup, X61.  Both 
Herb and Shanna passed on just a few months after 
Lucy (See their obituaries in the Fall 2020 newsletter.)  
Her husband and another brother, Joe Soukup, A57,  
preceded her in death.

Rena (Root) Bates, A53, of Neenah, WI passed away 
September 28, 2020 at age 89. After C of E she 
taught school in Kansas and California.  She attended 
and met her husband at the University of California 
at Berkeley. More recently, she has been active in 
our alumni association, serving as 1953 Class Rep.  
Two sons and three grandchildren survive her.  Her 
husband and two siblings, Arlene V. Root, A47, and 
Elizabeth JoAnn Root, A50, predeceased her.

Harry “Bus” Stromgren, A56, of Abilene, KS passed 
away August 31, 2020 at age 86.  At C of E he was a 
four-year starter in football, earning All-Conference 
honors and induction into the C of E Athletic Hall of 
Fame. His career was in education, first in coaching 
and then in counseling. He received his Masters 
Degree in Counseling from Kansas State University in 
1971.  He worked in the Abilene and Junction City 
school districts.  Throughout his adult life, Bus was 
passionate about helping young people, often visiting 
and providing guidance to kids and young adults in 
correctional facilities.  Two children, six grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren along with his brother 
Tom Stromgren, A58, FF survive him.

Norman N. Short, FF, of Warrensburg, MO passed 
away December 4, 2020 at age 96. Coach Short 
coached football at C of E 1958-1960.  He went on 
to a successful coaching career, first at William Jewell 
College and then at University of Central Missouri.  
Both colleges subsequently inducted him into their 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  He is survived by two children, 
three grandchildren, four stepchildren and nine great-
grandchildren.

Richard Lee “Dick” Thornton, X59, of Madison, KS 
passed away November 29, 2020.  He served in the 
United States Army during the Korean War.  His career 
was in the Liquefied Natural Gas business, working in 
locations around the world.  His wife, two children, 
two grandchildren and six great-grandchildren survive 
him.

William “Bill” Rinkel, A61, of Bartlesville, OK 
died February 1, 2020.  At C of E Bill applied his 
exceptional talents as an athletic manager and trainer.  
His value to the school’s athletic programs led to his 

induction into the C of E Athletic Hall of Fame.  
Subsequently, Bill applied his talents to middle and 
high school coaching.

Adrian Mowry, X61, of Catalina, AZ died November 
10, 2020 at age 82.  After C of E he worked in the 
construction industry, eventually going into business 
for himself doing work on steel structures.  He also 
had an artistic side, using his plasma cutter to design 
and produce steel silhouettes of saguaros, cows, 
buffalos, butterflies, birds and more.  His wife, a sister 
and Charles’ brother Charles Mowry, A60, and his 
wife Nellie May (Bowen) Mowry, A58, along with 
two children and three grandchildren survive him.

Marcia (Bowman) Parks, A64, of San Antonio, TX 
passed away October 10, 2020 at age 78.  She is 
survived by her husband, Robert Parks, A64, three 
children and two grandchildren.

Richard A. Visser, A64, of Herington, KS passed away 
on December 6, 2020 at age 79. He owned his own 
business for 56 years performing a variety of services 
including radiator and equipment repair.  He was a 
dealer for boats and outboard motors, chainsaws, 
pickup toppers and trailers for hauling livestock and 
grain.  All of this activity was in addition to farming.  
He is survived by his wife, brother Earl Visser, X61, 
two stepchildren and five step-grandchildren.

Berek “Ben” Haus, A66, of Queens, NY passed away 
on April 16, 2020 at age 80.  He and his parents fled 
the Nazis, going first to the Soviet Union, then to 
Austria followed by Canada and eventually the United 
States. Four younger siblings were born during this 
odyssey.  As the oldest child, he played a crucial role to 
the family’s successful adaptation to life in this country.  
He and his wife developed a successful pottery and 
antiques business. Three siblings survive him.

Dr. David R. Linke, A69, of Lakewood, CO died at 
age 80. No further information is available.

Howard Burros, A69, of Trumbull, CT passed away 
on December 29, 2020 at age 74. He enjoyed a 
successful sales career, traveling for a major candy 
company followed by some years in the automobile 
business.  In addition, he was a popular person at the 
Bridgeport minor league baseball stadiums where he 
enjoyed selling beer to spectators.  His wife and two 
children survive him.

Andrew “Andy” Klein, A72, of Pittsburgh, PA died 
December 30, 2020. He owned Mirror Image Printing 
and Copying. He was active in his community, 
volunteering at Shadyside Hospital.  He also served 
for a number of years on the board of the C of E 
Alumni Association, where he was appreciated for his 
dedication, enthusiasm and sense of humor.  His wife, 
Sherry, survives him.
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Park Service. The preserve offers ranger-guided 
interpretive bus tours, hiking, historic buildings 
and a self-guided cell phone tour.  Discover the 
unique ecosystem of this unique area.  There are 400 
species of plants, 40 species of grasses, 200 species of 
birds, 30 types of mammals along with reptiles and 
amphibians.  Try to imagine our country when there 
were 170 million acres of this prairie.  Today only 
about 4% remains, and almost all of it is right here.

While there is no driving in the preserve, the prairie 
spills beyond its borders and can be viewed on the 
Flint Hills National Scenic Byway K177.  There are 
scenic overlooks with plenty of interpretive signage.  
An electronic guide can ride the Byway with you.  
Just tune your car radio to 1680 AM.  If you want 
to get even deeper into the countryside, then view 
unique barn quilts as you follow the Kansas Flint Hills 
Quilt Trail.  If you wish to bring home a souvenir in 
addition to the contents of the reunion “goodie bag,” 
you can purchase Flint Hills Quilt Trail Coloring 
Books.   There are three of them.

You can enrich your visit by visiting the Flint Hills 
Discovery Center, a 35,000 square foot facility in 
Manhattan, Kansas.  It features over 10,000 square 

feet of interactive exhibits, one-of-a-kind theater 
experiences and prairie-inspired outdoor plazas.

While you are in the area, visit Council Grove where 
Main Street is the old Santa Fe Trail.  Here the treaty 
was signed with the Osage Nation which allowed the 
settlers to travel the trail.  Outside of town, ruts from 
the many pioneer wagons that traveled this historic 
trail can still be seen. Visit the Trail Days Café & 
Museum to learn more about the area.

All of this and more can, of course, be enjoyed from 
your reunion lodging in Emporia.  However, there 
are bed and breakfasts, RV Parks and ranches in the 
area.  Horseback riding is available to guests at the 
Flying W Ranch at Cedar Point.  A few others include 
the Clover Cliff Ranch B&B in Cedar Point and the 
well-reviewed Grand Central Hotel in Cottonwood 
Falls.  In Council Grove you can find the Cottage 
House Hotel B&B, the Garden House B&B and the 
Prairie Lodge Motel.  The owner of the latter two, 
Lynda Burt, X69, went to C of E and is a niece of 
Ed Shupe, FF. 

So, extend your reunion trip and relax in the Flint 
Hills.  Enjoy the crisp fall weather and get to know 
another facet of America’s history and ecology.  You 
will be glad that you responded to this opportunity.

COVER: Expand Your Visit

Last year may have been one of the most unusual and 
heartbreaking years most of us have ever spent. We lost 
many wonderful alumni who made our association a 
successful organization over the years.  

The postponing of our 2020 Reunion was a difficult 
decision to make but more importantly our concern 
for everyone’s wellbeing was our priority. When all 
the planets align in the next few months we will be 
together this October for Reunion 2021. 

In 2012 I was able to reconnect with the college 
during the planning of the Valley Forge reunion under 
the guidance of Ray and Roger Sager. Having enjoyed 
reestablishing contact with classmates as well as alumni 
from classes before or after my class of 1970, I helped 
establish a larger network of C of E contacts as well as 
many new friendships.

During the next Reunion held in “Kansas City”, 
after making a presentation for the Reunion to be 
held in 2015, I was overwhelmed as I listened to the 

Lifetime Achievement Award presentations. I became 
acutely aware of the history that made our College the 
bright light that still shines today, years beyond its final 
chapter. Thanks to so many alumni, former faculty and 
staff over these last 47 years the spirit of the College 
of Emporia lives on through all of us who have passed 
through her hallowed halls. 

During the past year as Alumni Board President I 
certainly saw that light grow as we all found more ways 
to share the memories we made while growing a lasting 
appreciation and respect for our alma mater that gifted 
our Alumni with the knowledge to build a foundation 
for our future and helped make us who we are today.

Be well, stay safe! 
See you in October!
Mary Jayne (Barnes) Gamble A70
2020 Alumni Board President
2021 Reunion Chair

Past President’s Letter
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The April 1 deadline for applying for 2021 C of 
E college scholarships is getting closer.  Once again, 
four tuition scholarships, each worth $2,000, will be 
awarded.  They will be awarded to four college students 
who are descendants of C of E students, faculty or 
staff.

Are any of your grandchildren or great-grandchildren 
planning on attending college in the fall of 2021?  Keep 
in mind that these scholarships are not designed solely 
for students just entering college.  These scholarships 
have in some cases even been awarded for graduate 
studies.  Students can, however, only win a maximum 
of two scholarships.

Note that this year applications can be made on-
line.  Deadline for on-line submissions is also April 
1.  Students can go to our alumni association website 
www.c-of-e.org, click on Scholarships at the top of the 
page and get to the on-line application form.  Those 
who prefer the mail-in version can obtain a PDF of 
the application along with mailing instructions at the 
same spot on the website. Complete requirements are 
also available on the website as well as suggestions 
for students planning on going to Sterling College or 
Emporia State University as to how to maximize their 
scholarship dollars.

Last September many C of E alumni received an e-mail 
invitation from “Presby Pete” inviting them to a “Get 
Your Zoom On Meeting” featuring an opportunity to 
unite electronically to do the Ein, Zwei, Drei cheer.  
This alumni gathering, emceed by Zoom Meister Raoul 
Nolan, A71, attracted about 45 alumni to this initial 
event.  In addition to doing the cheer, participating 
alumni had an opportunity to catch up with classmates 
and friends.    

That gathering proved to be so much fun that a 
second Zoom session was scheduled on December 22 to 

celebrate Christmas.  This gathering was designed to sing 
some Christmas songs and exchange holiday felicitations 
with other alumni.  As it turned out, there were more 
felicitations than song, but a good time was had by all.

Alumni who wish to participate should watch their 
e-mail for future messages from “Presby Pete.”  We 
currently have over 400 alumni on our e-mail list.  If you 
are not getting these e-mails, please use the form on this 
page of this newsletter to renew your membership for 
only $15.00 per year. Be sure to put your current e-mail 
address on the membership form.

Apply Online

Ein, Zwei, Drei Zoom
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Leadership for 2021
The voting in our alumni association that took place late in 2020, produced the 

following five board members: Carolyn (Cruikshank) Day, A60, Chris Lovett, A70, Jim 
Mathis, A61, Ray Sager, A65 and Norman Tice, X61.  Once again voting took place both 

through the ballot printed in the newsletter and via e-mail. The number of e-mail votes was 
the most ever.  It exceeded the number of mail-in votes.  

Did you receive an e-mail ballot from “Presby Pete”? If you did not or are unsure as to 
whether you received a ballot, please use the form on page 7 of this newsletter to renew your 
membership and include your current e-mail address.
Officers and appointees for 2021 were named at the association’s January 
board meeting.  Officers are: President - Roger Klein, A72, Past President - Mary Jayne 
(Barnes) Gamble, A70, President Elect – John Acomb, X64, Secretary – Sue (Roberts) 
Nispel, A59 and Treasurer – Cecil Lane, A71.  Some of these individuals will also serve in 
appointed positions.  They are Norman Tice, Nominating Committee chair, Mary Jayne 
Gamble, reunion committee chair and John Acomb as newsletter editor.  Other committee 
chairs are Linda (Sadler) Myers, X62, Memorabilia Committee, Jim Brooks, A72, 

Scholarship Committee and Joanna (Mutchler) Brooks, A71 and Megan (Isaac) Evans, 
A70 as co-webmasters.


